Short answer

Yes. I can run a BITE-style analysis of Satmar as a high-demand religious
community, using the available material and distinguishing documented evi-
dence from inference. The evidence supports describing Satmar as having strong
high-control features, especially in information control, social boundaries, gen-
der roles, and emotional pressure. But BITE alone cannot scientifically prove that
Satmar is a “cult,” and it would be unfair to treat every Satmar member or every
religious practice as coercive.

A kleine hakhne: the question is not simply “Is Satmar religious?”” but rather
“How much control does the system exercise over members’ autonomy, informa-
tion, relationships, and emotions?”

B — Behavior control

Observed or reported patterns

Available descriptions of Satmar and related Haredi systems indicate regulation
of:

dress and modesty;

gender separation;

education and employment;

technology and internet access;

marriage and family life;

participation in protests or public political activity;

relationships with the outside world.

In the Al speech, Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum urges the community to restrict access
to Al including through supposedly “kosher” phones, and frames technological
access as a dangerous spiritual temptation. A separate report describes him in-
structing followers not to participate in certain protests.[ppl-ai-file-uplo-
ad.s3.amazonaws][ynetnews]

The broader material also describes schools and rabbinical institutions as impor-
tant mechanisms for maintaining communal norms. Some sources report that
non-compliance with rabbinical decisions can result in social ostracism or exclu-
sion from communal institutions, although the extent and consistency of this vari-
es between communities and individuals.[grokipedia]

BITE assessment

Strong evidence of behavioral regulation, particularly concerning:
¢ technology;

e dress;


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVMOKAUSC&Signature=h0SuD6k74wk2jw4CZrqGu82Wxxw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIEKU4IAdUP3%2FnMud5esWA1oqaUpIE%2BHDz5Q25GCAgs7rAiEAvTc%2Be%2BMmbvr%2BSL06HKZOy%2Fkdq%2Fp1YrTiq%2F7737gCMM4q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDEO1uM6HBG2cs9MTPCrQBPAh212mT1slorvR8Qk5bbL6gODbwBQz1XDwLmD7bEQMJ8%2B%2F2Nu%2B2YpKUeN1Krd2OePbaPxUI7XkFTdR4u1ZFj7yLC2tgIbFeGiNjHnsZ3gTtCQs1Fr5N7uJAJ7TcfqxF0ShkN4RGsTA0VuDCTGOReO%2FMlxQUgaQkE3p6XF8FDiaab3rpLV3DkfXX4fn4rbFuNw%2FJmcfouskkotoC4ivYL6kBwm1hk0GZcxVXL3HLh3fSCe7V5IkQvh5psb%2BFt%2B5oBYJ06Yqaabei%2BbAk%2F6hJMehaAFKbOvtODMSvi0N%2FsPnTCdcFyBQG7hiUo5IwEStjIiNQk2bumOKG4FNEcmsXIwyt22Qho8c2VfXDXn%2FfuzIAz%2F7009VAGOxWIe9KlcwqvMa6YBB9Itno1Cu5XZwJxyR5AzyZJfsWJdTjCRQdIfCkUTXFsOW0fLhDHbsiCiFUtTmzNkk0FYN4zJeVeggbCOCes%2Bao4p1U6qY84Bv7mvxJsXHvxtZ4%2FcjkRvuUBGl9swQ%2FFcTIiTLoaKRoj5T0O5fMz3OuxTWsxEdQNf2u50F7YY%2BDg%2FJcNkdRffuho2D9q83rpx75YY8S9ShKWsjWmuwN18DmpBcSqQ8vmE%2FZkDaF71o8U5ExnjYrsxZFQHYkagvKPeZ7%2BZ4pC7weICGWq6O7D%2BZagzm8noGy6YzuUQhN1fSKD26SeMGJ0yiQnDTJzzmI4dIvBMThUBPQAY5nI2rQsxSzMfNMix4fW%2B%2B%2BoZ6QmiIuAqQWB0LBSRXgfuMuZK6%2FJK%2Bx%2FaALAUx1Y2ewagw8%2FiH1AY6mAEX7zRJpjyvR3NsHFmUiZGUg%2BtnS5uDQKfSl8hu3mhiDEC44h5CDTzMjTrvwgwL4GcycZAUn9uwlhd23KkEEBzaJPpnWshgJPc7s3x1b5nF%2B6yUqh0t8cypSq8WDwTXuzOUoZwzsE7nFpNaalOg0J5RL5NCmdOpnQCkRluOiJENVh7yMTTgTODsxdA1qC2MQ0atUGlVQcsEDg%3D%3D&Expires=1786907206
https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVMOKAUSC&Signature=h0SuD6k74wk2jw4CZrqGu82Wxxw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIEKU4IAdUP3%2FnMud5esWA1oqaUpIE%2BHDz5Q25GCAgs7rAiEAvTc%2Be%2BMmbvr%2BSL06HKZOy%2Fkdq%2Fp1YrTiq%2F7737gCMM4q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDEO1uM6HBG2cs9MTPCrQBPAh212mT1slorvR8Qk5bbL6gODbwBQz1XDwLmD7bEQMJ8%2B%2F2Nu%2B2YpKUeN1Krd2OePbaPxUI7XkFTdR4u1ZFj7yLC2tgIbFeGiNjHnsZ3gTtCQs1Fr5N7uJAJ7TcfqxF0ShkN4RGsTA0VuDCTGOReO%2FMlxQUgaQkE3p6XF8FDiaab3rpLV3DkfXX4fn4rbFuNw%2FJmcfouskkotoC4ivYL6kBwm1hk0GZcxVXL3HLh3fSCe7V5IkQvh5psb%2BFt%2B5oBYJ06Yqaabei%2BbAk%2F6hJMehaAFKbOvtODMSvi0N%2FsPnTCdcFyBQG7hiUo5IwEStjIiNQk2bumOKG4FNEcmsXIwyt22Qho8c2VfXDXn%2FfuzIAz%2F7009VAGOxWIe9KlcwqvMa6YBB9Itno1Cu5XZwJxyR5AzyZJfsWJdTjCRQdIfCkUTXFsOW0fLhDHbsiCiFUtTmzNkk0FYN4zJeVeggbCOCes%2Bao4p1U6qY84Bv7mvxJsXHvxtZ4%2FcjkRvuUBGl9swQ%2FFcTIiTLoaKRoj5T0O5fMz3OuxTWsxEdQNf2u50F7YY%2BDg%2FJcNkdRffuho2D9q83rpx75YY8S9ShKWsjWmuwN18DmpBcSqQ8vmE%2FZkDaF71o8U5ExnjYrsxZFQHYkagvKPeZ7%2BZ4pC7weICGWq6O7D%2BZagzm8noGy6YzuUQhN1fSKD26SeMGJ0yiQnDTJzzmI4dIvBMThUBPQAY5nI2rQsxSzMfNMix4fW%2B%2B%2BoZ6QmiIuAqQWB0LBSRXgfuMuZK6%2FJK%2Bx%2FaALAUx1Y2ewagw8%2FiH1AY6mAEX7zRJpjyvR3NsHFmUiZGUg%2BtnS5uDQKfSl8hu3mhiDEC44h5CDTzMjTrvwgwL4GcycZAUn9uwlhd23KkEEBzaJPpnWshgJPc7s3x1b5nF%2B6yUqh0t8cypSq8WDwTXuzOUoZwzsE7nFpNaalOg0J5RL5NCmdOpnQCkRluOiJENVh7yMTTgTODsxdA1qC2MQ0atUGlVQcsEDg%3D%3D&Expires=1786907206
https://www.ynetnews.com/jewish-world/article/s1jvtdxizg
https://grokipedia.com/page/Satmar

e gender boundaries;
e cducation;
e communal participation.

The key question is whether these rules are voluntary commitments that members
can leave without severe consequences, or whether disobedience produces coerci-
ve penalties. BITE analysis becomes much stronger when rules affect housing,
employment, marriage prospects, custody, family contact, or access to children.

| — Information control
This is probably the strongest BITE category.

Observed or reported patterns

The sources describe:

e restrictions on unfiltered internet and smartphones;

¢ reliance on approved or filtered devices;

e limited access to secular media;

e cducational systems that prioritize religious learning and may minimize secular
subjects;

concern about former members’ narratives;

e use of hotlines as an important channel for distributing approved content;

¢ cncouragement to report people who access Al or prohibited information.

Frieda’s video explains that many people access recordings through phone hotli-

nes because radio, cloud recordings, and ordinary media may not be readily avai-
lable. She also presents Rabbi Teitelbaum’s speech as a warning that even a kos-

her phone can become a gateway to Al.[ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws]

The speech’s treatment of Al is especially revealing. It does not merely say, “Al
can be dangerous.” It presents Al as a spiritually contaminating force and advo-
cates a community-wide response based on restriction, vigilance, and warning.

The reported instruction to report people connected to Al adds a surveillance ele-
ment.[israelnationalnews]

BITE assessment

High indication of information control, especially if the following are wides-
pread and enforced:

blocking outside sources;

limiting access to critics and former members;

allowing information only through approved channels;

treating unsupervised information as morally contaminating;


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVMOKAUSC&Signature=h0SuD6k74wk2jw4CZrqGu82Wxxw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIEKU4IAdUP3%2FnMud5esWA1oqaUpIE%2BHDz5Q25GCAgs7rAiEAvTc%2Be%2BMmbvr%2BSL06HKZOy%2Fkdq%2Fp1YrTiq%2F7737gCMM4q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDEO1uM6HBG2cs9MTPCrQBPAh212mT1slorvR8Qk5bbL6gODbwBQz1XDwLmD7bEQMJ8%2B%2F2Nu%2B2YpKUeN1Krd2OePbaPxUI7XkFTdR4u1ZFj7yLC2tgIbFeGiNjHnsZ3gTtCQs1Fr5N7uJAJ7TcfqxF0ShkN4RGsTA0VuDCTGOReO%2FMlxQUgaQkE3p6XF8FDiaab3rpLV3DkfXX4fn4rbFuNw%2FJmcfouskkotoC4ivYL6kBwm1hk0GZcxVXL3HLh3fSCe7V5IkQvh5psb%2BFt%2B5oBYJ06Yqaabei%2BbAk%2F6hJMehaAFKbOvtODMSvi0N%2FsPnTCdcFyBQG7hiUo5IwEStjIiNQk2bumOKG4FNEcmsXIwyt22Qho8c2VfXDXn%2FfuzIAz%2F7009VAGOxWIe9KlcwqvMa6YBB9Itno1Cu5XZwJxyR5AzyZJfsWJdTjCRQdIfCkUTXFsOW0fLhDHbsiCiFUtTmzNkk0FYN4zJeVeggbCOCes%2Bao4p1U6qY84Bv7mvxJsXHvxtZ4%2FcjkRvuUBGl9swQ%2FFcTIiTLoaKRoj5T0O5fMz3OuxTWsxEdQNf2u50F7YY%2BDg%2FJcNkdRffuho2D9q83rpx75YY8S9ShKWsjWmuwN18DmpBcSqQ8vmE%2FZkDaF71o8U5ExnjYrsxZFQHYkagvKPeZ7%2BZ4pC7weICGWq6O7D%2BZagzm8noGy6YzuUQhN1fSKD26SeMGJ0yiQnDTJzzmI4dIvBMThUBPQAY5nI2rQsxSzMfNMix4fW%2B%2B%2BoZ6QmiIuAqQWB0LBSRXgfuMuZK6%2FJK%2Bx%2FaALAUx1Y2ewagw8%2FiH1AY6mAEX7zRJpjyvR3NsHFmUiZGUg%2BtnS5uDQKfSl8hu3mhiDEC44h5CDTzMjTrvwgwL4GcycZAUn9uwlhd23KkEEBzaJPpnWshgJPc7s3x1b5nF%2B6yUqh0t8cypSq8WDwTXuzOUoZwzsE7nFpNaalOg0J5RL5NCmdOpnQCkRluOiJENVh7yMTTgTODsxdA1qC2MQ0atUGlVQcsEDg%3D%3D&Expires=1786907206
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/427859

e encouraging members to report one another.

There is, however, an important distinction between:

“Children should not have unrestricted access to AlL.”

and:

“Members must not access Al, must not discuss it independently, and should re-
port those who do.”

The first is parental safeguarding. The second is much closer to information con-
trol and internal surveillance.

T — Thought control

Observed or reported patterns

The Al speech uses a strongly binary moral vocabulary:

e Al is described as a new Satan or yetzer hara;

e technology is associated with impurity and spiritual corruption;

e cxposure is portrayed as something that can permanently change a person;

e young people are described as vulnerable “innocent sheep” who may fall into a
spiritual pit;

e the prescribed response is framed as a communal religious battle.

This is not merely a technical debate. It places technology inside an absolute mo-
ral universe: Torah versus temptation, purity versus contamination, safety versus
spiritual destruction.

Satmar ideology also commonly uses strong separation between the community
and the outside world. External culture may be described as dangerous, sexually
corrupting, spiritually threatening, or assimilating. That type of worldview can
make criticism of the community appear not merely mistaken but morally dang-
erous.

BITE assessment

Moderate-to-strong evidence of thought-shaping, especially through:
loaded religious language;

black-and-white categories;

moralization of doubt;

framing outside ideas as spiritually dangerous;

presenting leadership-approved interpretation as the safe interpretation.



But this category must be handled carefully. Every religion teaches a worldview
and uses moral language. “Al may damage spiritual life” is a theological claim,
not automatically thought control. The BITE concern increases if members are
discouraged or punished for questioning the claim, consulting outside sources, or
forming independent interpretations.

E — Emotional control

Observed or reported patterns

The Al speech makes extensive use of:

fear of hell;

fear of spiritual corruption;

fear for children;

parental guilt;

shame concerning impurity;

urgency and catastrophe;

emotional vocal performance, including crying and appeals to gevald and oy
vey.

Frieda specifically observes that Rabbi Teitelbaum uses koach hadibur—the
power of speech—to move the audience emotionally, including by inspiring te-
ars. She also notes that she personally finds the warning understandable in rela-
tion to children’s unsupervised access to Al, even though some of the language is
extreme.[ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws]

Other material concerning people who leave high-demand Haredi communities
describes possible family, social, and economic consequences, including estran-
gement, loss of community support, and difficulty building an independent life.

These consequences vary, and they should not be assumed to apply identically to
every Satmar family.[thelehrhaus][clcihub]

BITE assessment

Strong emotional-control indicators are present in the rhetoric:

fear of hell;

fear of spiritual contamination;

fear of harming one’s children;

guilt about failing to obey;

fear of social and familial loss.

The decisive question is whether these emotions are used simply to encourage re-
ligious commitment or to make independent thought and exit psychologically or
socially impossible.


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVMOKAUSC&Signature=h0SuD6k74wk2jw4CZrqGu82Wxxw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIEKU4IAdUP3%2FnMud5esWA1oqaUpIE%2BHDz5Q25GCAgs7rAiEAvTc%2Be%2BMmbvr%2BSL06HKZOy%2Fkdq%2Fp1YrTiq%2F7737gCMM4q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDEO1uM6HBG2cs9MTPCrQBPAh212mT1slorvR8Qk5bbL6gODbwBQz1XDwLmD7bEQMJ8%2B%2F2Nu%2B2YpKUeN1Krd2OePbaPxUI7XkFTdR4u1ZFj7yLC2tgIbFeGiNjHnsZ3gTtCQs1Fr5N7uJAJ7TcfqxF0ShkN4RGsTA0VuDCTGOReO%2FMlxQUgaQkE3p6XF8FDiaab3rpLV3DkfXX4fn4rbFuNw%2FJmcfouskkotoC4ivYL6kBwm1hk0GZcxVXL3HLh3fSCe7V5IkQvh5psb%2BFt%2B5oBYJ06Yqaabei%2BbAk%2F6hJMehaAFKbOvtODMSvi0N%2FsPnTCdcFyBQG7hiUo5IwEStjIiNQk2bumOKG4FNEcmsXIwyt22Qho8c2VfXDXn%2FfuzIAz%2F7009VAGOxWIe9KlcwqvMa6YBB9Itno1Cu5XZwJxyR5AzyZJfsWJdTjCRQdIfCkUTXFsOW0fLhDHbsiCiFUtTmzNkk0FYN4zJeVeggbCOCes%2Bao4p1U6qY84Bv7mvxJsXHvxtZ4%2FcjkRvuUBGl9swQ%2FFcTIiTLoaKRoj5T0O5fMz3OuxTWsxEdQNf2u50F7YY%2BDg%2FJcNkdRffuho2D9q83rpx75YY8S9ShKWsjWmuwN18DmpBcSqQ8vmE%2FZkDaF71o8U5ExnjYrsxZFQHYkagvKPeZ7%2BZ4pC7weICGWq6O7D%2BZagzm8noGy6YzuUQhN1fSKD26SeMGJ0yiQnDTJzzmI4dIvBMThUBPQAY5nI2rQsxSzMfNMix4fW%2B%2B%2BoZ6QmiIuAqQWB0LBSRXgfuMuZK6%2FJK%2Bx%2FaALAUx1Y2ewagw8%2FiH1AY6mAEX7zRJpjyvR3NsHFmUiZGUg%2BtnS5uDQKfSl8hu3mhiDEC44h5CDTzMjTrvwgwL4GcycZAUn9uwlhd23KkEEBzaJPpnWshgJPc7s3x1b5nF%2B6yUqh0t8cypSq8WDwTXuzOUoZwzsE7nFpNaalOg0J5RL5NCmdOpnQCkRluOiJENVh7yMTTgTODsxdA1qC2MQ0atUGlVQcsEDg%3D%3D&Expires=1786907206
https://thelehrhaus.com/commentary/an-empty-place-at-the-jewish-table-why-are-young-jews-dropping-out/
https://clcihub.com/groups/ultra-orthodox-judaism-haredi/

Overall profile
Domain Preliminary level Main reasons

Behavior High Rules concerning techno-
logy, dress, gender, educa-
tion, and communal con-
duct.

Information High Filtering, restricted me-
dia, approved channels, li-
mited outside exposure,
possible reporting.

Thought Moderate—high Loaded language, spiritu-
al binaries, authority-cen-
tered interpretation.

Emotion High Fear of hell, impurity,
guilt, shame, and conse-
quences of disobedience
or exit.

This is not a numerical scientific score. It is a structured qualitative assessment.

Does this prove “cult”?
No—mnot by itself.

The word cult 1s disputed and often used rhetorically. BITE is better used to ask
whether a group operates along an influence continuum, from ordinary religious
commitment to authoritarian control. Critics argue that BITE’s indicators are bro-
ad enough to fit many disciplined religious or ideological organizations and that
its scientific validation remains contested.[cesnur][inner-compass-counseling]

A stronger conclusion would require evidence about actual enforcement:
e Are members free to disagree with rabbis?

Can they leave without losing family contact?

Are dissenters publicly shamed or privately pressured?

Are marriages, education, employment, or housing controlled?

Are members monitored by one another?

Are former members treated as morally dangerous?

Can women and men independently access education and employment?
Is there meaningful institutional accountability?

Can leaders be challenged without retaliation?


https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/tjoc_10_2_2_introvigne.pdf
https://inner-compass-counseling.com/2026/08/04/blog-bite-model-authoritarian-control-explained/

The available material gives substantial evidence of high-demand and high-
control mechanisms, but not a complete, independently verified sociological au-
dit of every Satmar institution.

Final assessment

My careful conclusion would be:

Satmar can reasonably be analyzed as a high-control or high-demand religious
community under Steven Hassan’s BITE framework. The strongest indicators
concern information restriction, technological boundaries, behavioral regulation,
fear-based emotional pressure, and social consequences for nonconformity or ex-
it. The Al speech by Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum is a particularly clear example of
these mechanisms in operation: it combines spiritual threat language, restrictions
on information access, behavioral demands, and a possible duty to report fellow
members.[ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws][israclnationalnews]

But the statement:

“Satmar 1s definitively a cult”

goes beyond what BITE alone can establish. A more precise formulation is:
Satmar exhibits significant high-control characteristics, and some of its insti-
tutional practices can be interpreted as coercive under the BITE model; the
label “cult” remains a contested conclusion requiring broader evidence.

In plain Yiddish: s iz nit pashut—it is not simple. There are genuine religious
commitments, strong communal solidarity, and meaningful support on one side,
and potentially restrictive, fear-based, and autonomy-limiting mechanisms on the
other. Both sides must be examined without turning the analysis into either Aas-
bara or a caricature.

Yes, you can apply the BITE model to Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum’s speech—
but you cannot responsibly conclude from this video alone that he is a “high-
control cult leader.” A fairer formulation would be: the speech displays several
high-control rhetorical mechanisms, especially around information, fear, and re-
porting, while the broader leadership system would require much more evidence.
Nu, let’s be precise.


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYEVMOKAUSC&Signature=h0SuD6k74wk2jw4CZrqGu82Wxxw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIEKU4IAdUP3%2FnMud5esWA1oqaUpIE%2BHDz5Q25GCAgs7rAiEAvTc%2Be%2BMmbvr%2BSL06HKZOy%2Fkdq%2Fp1YrTiq%2F7737gCMM4q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDEO1uM6HBG2cs9MTPCrQBPAh212mT1slorvR8Qk5bbL6gODbwBQz1XDwLmD7bEQMJ8%2B%2F2Nu%2B2YpKUeN1Krd2OePbaPxUI7XkFTdR4u1ZFj7yLC2tgIbFeGiNjHnsZ3gTtCQs1Fr5N7uJAJ7TcfqxF0ShkN4RGsTA0VuDCTGOReO%2FMlxQUgaQkE3p6XF8FDiaab3rpLV3DkfXX4fn4rbFuNw%2FJmcfouskkotoC4ivYL6kBwm1hk0GZcxVXL3HLh3fSCe7V5IkQvh5psb%2BFt%2B5oBYJ06Yqaabei%2BbAk%2F6hJMehaAFKbOvtODMSvi0N%2FsPnTCdcFyBQG7hiUo5IwEStjIiNQk2bumOKG4FNEcmsXIwyt22Qho8c2VfXDXn%2FfuzIAz%2F7009VAGOxWIe9KlcwqvMa6YBB9Itno1Cu5XZwJxyR5AzyZJfsWJdTjCRQdIfCkUTXFsOW0fLhDHbsiCiFUtTmzNkk0FYN4zJeVeggbCOCes%2Bao4p1U6qY84Bv7mvxJsXHvxtZ4%2FcjkRvuUBGl9swQ%2FFcTIiTLoaKRoj5T0O5fMz3OuxTWsxEdQNf2u50F7YY%2BDg%2FJcNkdRffuho2D9q83rpx75YY8S9ShKWsjWmuwN18DmpBcSqQ8vmE%2FZkDaF71o8U5ExnjYrsxZFQHYkagvKPeZ7%2BZ4pC7weICGWq6O7D%2BZagzm8noGy6YzuUQhN1fSKD26SeMGJ0yiQnDTJzzmI4dIvBMThUBPQAY5nI2rQsxSzMfNMix4fW%2B%2B%2BoZ6QmiIuAqQWB0LBSRXgfuMuZK6%2FJK%2Bx%2FaALAUx1Y2ewagw8%2FiH1AY6mAEX7zRJpjyvR3NsHFmUiZGUg%2BtnS5uDQKfSl8hu3mhiDEC44h5CDTzMjTrvwgwL4GcycZAUn9uwlhd23KkEEBzaJPpnWshgJPc7s3x1b5nF%2B6yUqh0t8cypSq8WDwTXuzOUoZwzsE7nFpNaalOg0J5RL5NCmdOpnQCkRluOiJENVh7yMTTgTODsxdA1qC2MQ0atUGlVQcsEDg%3D%3D&Expires=1786907206
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/427859

What the video shows

According to Frieda Vizel’s translation and contextual analysis, Rabbi Teitel-
baum presents Al as a new yetzer hara—an evil inclination or spiritual tempta-
tion—and calls it a threat more serious than earlier technologies. He describes Al
as something that can corrupt the soul, lead young people toward “hell,” and
drain them of Torah, religious feeling, and fear of God. He also says that even a
“kosher” phone may provide access to Al.[ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws]

A separate report reproduces the most consequential instruction: people who
know that someone is connected to Al should report that person to the relevant
institution, and failing to report may itself be considered sinful.[israelnational-

news|

That last point is analytically more important than the dramatic language alone.
Strong religious warnings are not automatically coercive. The issue is what the
warning asks people to do.

BITE analysis
BITE category

Behavior control

Information control

Thought control

Emotional control

Evidence or possible mechanism

Discouraging or prohibiting de-
vices and Al access; urging fami-
lies and institutions to monitor
use; potentially reporting users.

Restricting access to internet-con-
nected devices, Al chatbots, and
outside information; framing ac-
cess itself as spiritually dang-
erous.

Presenting Al primarily as satan,
impurity, and a path away from
Torah; narrowing the acceptable
interpretation of the technology.

Repeated use of oy vey, gevald,
spiritual ruin, hell, corruption, fe-
ar for children, and parental guilt.

Preliminary assess-
ment

Strong indication of
behavioral regula-
tion.

Strongest BITE cate-
gory in this speech.

Possible thought-sha-
ping, but religious
moral interpretation
alone is not proof of
mind control.

Strong emotional
pressure, particularly
fear and guilt.


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYETIJ3ZBUP&Signature=t%2BNbn%2BMpgpBS5b3nXdzx09FwtEw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQCrYQjrrB4UJIwKJYQoKDbijGXWef0ss2u1Ek%2BeJDOfkgIgMPyoW4s4Wbb9x5zuvNRMMhtYATf2xc529Rt7s2w1RH8q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDJ1nGyO%2Ba0byNGf78SrQBG%2Ft8qCWPPU9m2m6x%2Buy4BFykVRkSHj2Kyuzf7AMxvC4DiYI3dRzaJi09Mr18WWfVjOId7XOTRMZccH0XbKSSrClhz73UDWV7k30I%2FR8o817kvWnu1Ab9rW8eib9OxX%2BDxnUSYTdHatdMcZTJhhy6yZDoXnoRWahl40UGdgdvs8MdRlULZm6AXeusE9P5dW26u5G2jahKe8d7rsMrFf%2BHtBs1pUBHMh6SN30Hj0MyjgTT2A%2BN3X83hp90KcQgdPty2YBoYzv9uCSxa0JvUKaFhuFmSOkFbIaEI305Jk7fW7Tm1lNJxZiGyB1kovtG3GIsMGUa%2Bfh83oSjmM1hKFqZPFD3cyekqYUPp4zgVnJZ6ul5gmqlH7e93hGzjtoDoaCYSmNHRnwZKww1YWrrRJ9kRNcqCKDJj4k0oN%2Fjx1FBP9KRhgAj2em2gFsFgyNTcxPNPp4S6iA1EkJ0nyQKac%2Ba5vXhWW7cor7Y8PZyXhLaEdsvp55wTsPuYXJijQChA33fd6zN647z66UZshiu61qxvAK5PjXxQe8BHM3ZsG%2F3PKg0eb5EWsNMf0INHdv4jMDSnQ909cgIatNIwaQlvUWGw1ea3vWR9CuD2YLPfl61WoUSVZE5UQK%2BpLv3NJr%2BF8FUowOBsRtwBAXUnbp2PPluO9MxO7wZocULhGbs%2B4gVALgipX5SpUpTHXOL9YUeYaQrXq4U4g3ytHpJrtaoL1sR%2B8guPVhO1ar5SF7dTAb%2BQM7RAEq4b%2B0ggyDw2t5Q37tuK%2Bj%2FA4EQSALoGv8tzeFyJ8w3%2FiH1AY6mAHNtPj0zu%2Bf6WWfvZw%2Ba7Z5%2F7Y1XV8mJlYexM03eo75nIglY5Z4sn2EwQ%2B70GsYQZAqUQaoMgm%2BqvLaqIbDWvBAoT2sG1Yb5A34g0Xqj56AMTSqA%2BbRHiTd%2FFOFDPnZQ4LiRhiX2nJN9E9ZT5dD5hogOmcmKa2VjAe2nLSWE2E6wdIeYYTkFFw4C3GdiXB%2BMIljGNGSdEo2Ig%3D%3D&Expires=1786907186
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/427859
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/427859

The speech therefore scores as high on observable control rhetoric, especially
in the categories of behavior, information, and emotion. It is less conclusive re-
garding actual thought control, because that requires evidence of how members
are punished or prevented from questioning the official interpretation.

The reporting instruction

The call to report fellow members is the most troubling feature from a BITE per-
spective.

It can create:

surveillance by members of one another,

fear of discovery,

pressure to conceal curiosity,

institutional enforcement of technological boundaries,
a moral obligation to inform on others,

reduced trust within families and peer groups.

In Yiddish-inflected terms, this is not merely a shmuess—a discussion or war-
ning. It potentially turns the community into an informal monitoring network. If
reporting leads to punishment, expulsion, loss of schooling, marriage conse-
quences, family ostracism, or loss of livelihood, the control mechanism becomes
much more serious.

However, we should distinguish between:

“Parents should protect children from unsupervised AI.”

and:

“Members must report other members, and failing to report is sinful.”

The first may be ordinary safeguarding. The second is much closer to institutio-
nal surveillance and moral coercion.

Is it a “cult”?

That conclusion requires caution. “Cult” is a contested term and is often used po-
lemically. BITE was developed to describe methods used by authoritarian or ex-
ploitative systems, but it is not a clinical diagnosis or a simple scoring test. A
speech may contain BITE-like mechanisms without proving that the entire com-
munity is a cult or that its leader meets every criterion of a high-control lea-

der.[cdn2.psychologytoday][caage]

To make that stronger claim, we would need evidence about the wider system:
¢ Can members openly disagree with the Rebbe?
e Are dissenters punished or shunned?


https://cdn2.psychologytoday.com/assets/dr_hassan_dissertation_published.pdf
https://www.caage.org/blog/the-bite-model-of-authoritarian-control

e (Can people leave without losing family, marriage prospects, education, hou-
sing, or employment?

Are outside media and information systematically blocked?

Does the leadership control personal decisions beyond religious practice?
Are accusations of spiritual danger used to silence criticism?

Is there accountability or independent oversight?

Are reporting systems used to enforce conformity?

The video gives us evidence about rhetoric and proposed norms, not the full
consequences of obedience or disobedience.

A balanced conclusion

My careful assessment would be:

Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum’s Al speech contains substantial BITE-relevant ele-
ments: behavioral restrictions, information restriction, fear-based emotional pres-
sure, and an apparent duty to report fellow members. It is reasonable to describe
the speech as authoritarian or high-control in its rhetoric. It is not sufficient, by it-
self, to establish that Rabbi Teitelbaum is definitively a cult leader or that the en-
tire Satmar community is a cult.

Frieda’s own interpretation is also more nuanced than a simple denunciation: she
finds the warning understandable in relation to children’s unsupervised access to
Al, while acknowledging that the language is extreme. She describes the speech
as both a warning against technology and an example of how rabbinic authority
uses koach hadibur—the power of speech—to move and shape the audien-
ce.[ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws]

So, a guter distinction: the speech may be high-control without proving the le-
ader is a high-control cult leader. That is the intellectually honest middle
ground.

Al threatens the Hasidic community; a fiery speech by Rabbi Aaron Teitel-
baum


https://ppl-ai-file-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/web/direct-files/attachments/135498971/8a37fae1-2f36-4122-a76a-0ab42a95eb7d/AI-threatens-the-Hasidic-community.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA2F3EMEYETIJ3ZBUP&Signature=t%2BNbn%2BMpgpBS5b3nXdzx09FwtEw%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQCrYQjrrB4UJIwKJYQoKDbijGXWef0ss2u1Ek%2BeJDOfkgIgMPyoW4s4Wbb9x5zuvNRMMhtYATf2xc529Rt7s2w1RH8q8wQIMxABGgw2OTk3NTMzMDk3MDUiDJ1nGyO%2Ba0byNGf78SrQBG%2Ft8qCWPPU9m2m6x%2Buy4BFykVRkSHj2Kyuzf7AMxvC4DiYI3dRzaJi09Mr18WWfVjOId7XOTRMZccH0XbKSSrClhz73UDWV7k30I%2FR8o817kvWnu1Ab9rW8eib9OxX%2BDxnUSYTdHatdMcZTJhhy6yZDoXnoRWahl40UGdgdvs8MdRlULZm6AXeusE9P5dW26u5G2jahKe8d7rsMrFf%2BHtBs1pUBHMh6SN30Hj0MyjgTT2A%2BN3X83hp90KcQgdPty2YBoYzv9uCSxa0JvUKaFhuFmSOkFbIaEI305Jk7fW7Tm1lNJxZiGyB1kovtG3GIsMGUa%2Bfh83oSjmM1hKFqZPFD3cyekqYUPp4zgVnJZ6ul5gmqlH7e93hGzjtoDoaCYSmNHRnwZKww1YWrrRJ9kRNcqCKDJj4k0oN%2Fjx1FBP9KRhgAj2em2gFsFgyNTcxPNPp4S6iA1EkJ0nyQKac%2Ba5vXhWW7cor7Y8PZyXhLaEdsvp55wTsPuYXJijQChA33fd6zN647z66UZshiu61qxvAK5PjXxQe8BHM3ZsG%2F3PKg0eb5EWsNMf0INHdv4jMDSnQ909cgIatNIwaQlvUWGw1ea3vWR9CuD2YLPfl61WoUSVZE5UQK%2BpLv3NJr%2BF8FUowOBsRtwBAXUnbp2PPluO9MxO7wZocULhGbs%2B4gVALgipX5SpUpTHXOL9YUeYaQrXq4U4g3ytHpJrtaoL1sR%2B8guPVhO1ar5SF7dTAb%2BQM7RAEq4b%2B0ggyDw2t5Q37tuK%2Bj%2FA4EQSALoGv8tzeFyJ8w3%2FiH1AY6mAHNtPj0zu%2Bf6WWfvZw%2Ba7Z5%2F7Y1XV8mJlYexM03eo75nIglY5Z4sn2EwQ%2B70GsYQZAqUQaoMgm%2BqvLaqIbDWvBAoT2sG1Yb5A34g0Xqj56AMTSqA%2BbRHiTd%2FFOFDPnZQ4LiRhiX2nJN9E9ZT5dD5hogOmcmKa2VjAe2nLSWE2E6wdIeYYTkFFw4C3GdiXB%2BMIljGNGSdEo2Ig%3D%3D&Expires=1786907186
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16 aug. 2026 _ Medlemmar forst den 12 augusti 2026
In this video, I provide a translation and analysis of a powerful Yiddish speech by

the Grand Rabbi of the Satmar Hasidic sect, Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum. He addres-
ses what he describes as the "new Satan" threatening today's generation: Artifici-
al Intelligence. I offer a unique context as someone who grew up in the communi-
ty. I share personal stories, including a poignant encounter at my son's opsherin,
to illustrate the complex relationship between Hasidic leadership, tradition, and
the relentless march of technology. In this video, we explore: -The Rabbi's War-
ning: How Al is viewed as a "mutation" of past technological temptations like
computers and smartphones. -The "Kosher Phone" Dilemma: Why even filtered
devices are now seen as gateways to unsupervised access to the world. -Cultural
Preservation: The community's ingenious and sometimes desperate tactics for ba-
lancing modern necessity with spiritual isolation. -A Personal Journey: I reflect
on how the internet changed my own life and why I find the Rabbi’s cautionary
stance more logical than many might expect. Timestamps: 00:00 Introduction:
My background and the significance of the speech 01:18 Personal story:
Meeting Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum 08:24 The Hasidic community’s "dance"
with technology 11:52 The Recording Begins: The "Flaming Speech"
against the new Satan 17:09 Why Al is seen as a mutating evil inclination
21:05 The history of Hasidic solutions: Filters and bans 25:22 The "woe to
us" dilemma: Why the Rabbi chose to speak out 30:25 How Al chatbots
are accessed via kosher phone numbers 33:50 My reflections: Is the Rab-
bi’s warning extreme or insightful? Join the conversation: How do you
think we should manage the influence of Al on children and vulnerable
communities? Does the Hasidic approach offer any lessons for the secu-
lar world, or is it too extreme? Share your thoughts in the comments be-
low.
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Kapitel 1: Introduction: My background and the significance of the

speech

0 sekunder
Hello everyone. My name is Frieda Vizel. | am a Jewish YouTuber based
in Brooklyn. | come

5 sekunder
from the Satmar Hasidic community. My first language is Yiddish. And so-
mething | love to

11 sekunder
do is unpack various artifacts from the Hasidic community that are ama-
zing sociological examples

20 sekunder
that you wouldn't be able to access without a translator and someone to
explain it for you.
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Today | want to share with you a 20 minute speech, a fascinating speech
given by the grand rabbi of

33 sekunder
the Satmar sect, Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum, in which he rails about the
dangers of the times

41 sekunder


https://www.youtube.com/@FriedaVizelBrooklyn

which are to him artificial intelligence. This speech was something that |
found so interesting

48 sekunder
that | listened to it several times and | decided to try to just play it for you
and translate as we
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go along and explain some things. So, two things | want to say before |
get started. This is the

1 minut, 3 sekunder
timestamp (13:40) of when the actual recording begins. If you want to go
straight ahead to the recording,

1 minut, 9 sekunder
just jump on towards that timestamp. But first, | want to say two things.

1 minut, 14 sekunder
as a way of contextualizing this recording to me. First of all, | grew up in
Kiryas Joel and Rabbi

Kapitel 2: Personal story: Meeting Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum

1 minut, 22 sekunder
Aaron Teitelbaum was my Rav my entire life as far as | knew. So when |
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1 minut, 28 sekunder
rabbi of the Satmar sect was the father of Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum. The
Beirach Moshe

1 minut, 34 sekunder
or Moses Teitelbaum lived in Williamsburg. And so satellite communities
get their local rabbi, which

1 minut, 42 sekunder
is usually a family member of the dynastic family. So the son of the grand
rabbi, Rabbi Aaron



1 minut, 50 sekunder
Teitelbaum, was our rabbi. It was our rav. That was the name. It was the
local rabbi. Despite the

1 minut, 57 sekunder
fact that | passed his house all the time and his wife, the Rebbetzin (wife
of the Rebbe), would come to school and give

2 minuter, 4 sekunder
us gifts at graduations, milestones, and | sort of would move through the
realm with the royal

2 minuter, 13 sekunder
leadership family. | only met Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum one time. So when |
lived in the hasidic

2 minuter, 22 sekunder
community my experience of the rabbis were that they were like royalty.
They were leaders who

2 minuter, 27 sekunder
were more ceremonial than actually the ones who led the flock. Meaning
they were the ones who

2 minuter, 37 sekunder
were at the helm of ceremonies more like the royal family than puppete-
ers who pulled the strings of

2 minuter, 44 sekunder
the community going-ons. It's not to say that they didn't have power and
they weren't leaders,
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but rather my feeling were that their roles were largely ceremonious or ce-
remonial. At the

2 minuter, 57 sekunder
same time, there were a lot of politics around succession and leadership
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3 minuter, 3 sekunder
a great interest in, especially men, and that was something | had no inte-
rest in whatsoever.

3 minuter, 9 sekunder
So there were some people who were talking and heated and extremely,
extremely into the roles

3 minuter, 15 sekunder

of rabbis and they would go to see the rabbis and go for blessings and
the rabbis were a big deal. There were a lot of people who were like
meh, we call a Kalte Hasid, a cold hasid which actually

3 minuter, 25 sekunder
feels like an oxymoron because by definition a hasid is a follower but it's
like someone who's
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not very engaged and excited about the leadership. And this is very com-
mon for women because the

3 minuter, 37 sekunder

rabbis are in male spaces. The women don't really have access. And so
we were just living our lives. We were doing our thing. We were walking
the street going to weddings and talking about

3 minuter, 48 sekunder
teachers and and our dresses. We weren't really interested in the rabbis.
The one time | got to

3 minuter, 54 sekunder
see the Rabbi was actually when | was | think 22 or 23 when my son had
his Upsherin. So an upsherin

4 minuter, 2 sekunder
is a three-year-old's birthday and first haircut. So, by the time my son tur-
ned three, | was still in

4 minuter, 10 sekunder



the community and my son was in the school system. But by then my life
was unraveling. Basically, |

4 minuter, 18 sekunder
had written a blog that caused me to change and caused me to want to
change my family and

4 minuter, 24 sekunder
it became very, very tense and family members were involved. My relati-
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4 minuter, 35 sekunder
me and so there was a lot of friction that was going on at the time and at
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was my baby. | was super excited about his third birthday. | was hosting it

=
3
<
>
@)
c
o
D
3
Q
Q
@
QO

4 minuter, 47 sekunder
sorts of things. | wanted it to be perfect and | taught him the Alef Beis
(Hebrew Alphabet). So it was a

4 minuter, 53 sekunder
very bittersweet intensely conflicting moment and | really wanted to che-
rish it with my baby, with

S5 minuter
my son, and | wanted it to be special but somehow it was decided that we

=2
o
c
o
Q
o
—
o
~—
=2
®
Q
-
Q
-
Q
-
Q
o
g

5 minuter, 8 sekunder
the whole family, my parents and my in-laws and my various relatives
we'd go to the grand rabbi
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for the rabbi to make the first cut of the hair and then we would go back
home to finish my son's

5 minuter, 23 sekunder



haircut, curl the side curls, put on a yarmulke (skullcap) and the tzitzis
(fringes garment) and do the party.

5 minuter, 31 sekunder
| had never been to the rabbi's house, inside the rabbi's house, although |
had gone outside past it

5 minuter, 37 sekunder
many times. So, | remember going in with my mother and my mother-in-
law to the women's waiting room.

5 minuter, 46 sekunder

There was like a doctor's office style waiting room. We sat there until we
were called into a huge room with a really long dining room table and the
rabbi was at the very end of the table sitting

5 minuter, 56 sekunder
at the head of it. And my son went over to him. The rabbi gave him a lolli-
pop, did a little snip,

6 minuter, 1 sekund
wished everyone Mazel Tov (congratulations) and | was very anxious. |
was very nervous. There was a lot of tension

6 minuter, 8 sekunder
in the air and | just wanted to go home. And instead, just as we were do-
ne, the rabbi said,

6 minuter, 15 sekunder
"Mazel tov to everyone. May you see a lot of nachas (joy and pride) and
so on and so forth. May this be joyous and turning point for

6 minuter, 21 sekunder
your child as he grows up." He said, "l would like for the mother to stay.” |
was like, "Me?" "Yeah,

6 minuter, 28 sekunder
the rabbi wants to talk to you." So everyone left and that was a little em-
barrassing.



6 minuter, 35 sekunder
My mother, my mother-in-law, everyone left. It was just me and the rabbi
said, " | hear," basically he said,

6 minuter, 43 sekunder
"he hears there are problems. He wants me to go home and be happy."
For me, that was my one

6 minuter, 54 sekunder
experience | had with him and | was quite hurt. It was first of all humilia-
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it was, it was very, it felt a little bit like taking away from a very special mo-
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7 minuter, 16 sekunder
It's interesting for me to look at his artifacts today, his speeches and his
leadership because |

7 minuter, 24 sekunder
see a different side. | see what seems to be a complicated man. Not just
someone who is at the

7 minuter, 34 sekunder
head of ceremonies holding a silver walking stick and reciting speeches
that are pre-rehearsed,

7 minuter, 39 sekunder
but someone who is actively playing a role in shaping the community du-
ring covid especially. He

7 minuter, 47 sekunder
took some, he made some calls and said some things that were not in li-
ne with what the wisdom

7 minuter, 55 sekunder
of the government was and with what everyone in the community, mostly
that the community Hatzalah (Hasidic volunteer EMS), EMS



8 minuter, 3 sekunder
leadership were saying and | realized that to some degree he is a man
who has his own leadership and

8 minuter, 14 sekunder
that's been really interesting to see and this is a good example of that. So
that's one piece

8 minuter, 19 sekunder
to this artifact that | find interesting. The other is the community's role with
technology.

Kapitel 3: The Hasidic community’s "dance" with technology

8 minuter, 27 sekunder

It's been really interesting to see the Hasidic community deal with techno-
logy intuitively very differently. A new technology comes in for us. We
download it, we integrate it, we become adept

8 minuter, 38 sekunder

at using it in our lives. We don't even think about it while in the Hasidic
community it sets off a natural completely different trajectory of things.
And I've always been really interested in

8 minuter, 48 sekunder
that because I've tried to be a very mindful user of technology to at least
be very aware

8 minuter, 54 sekunder
of how technology shapes me as it changes very, very quickly. And that to
me feels like a very
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interesting and important thing to keep an eye on. How the hasidic com-
munity deals with technology

9 minuter, 10 sekunder
provides us with a different example than the one we take for granted as
the default inevitable way.



9 minuter, 16 sekunder
Well, it's not inevitable. There is a different option and so that can give us
a lot of food for

9 minuter, 22 sekunder
thought. In my own life, | have gone through so much changes in techno-
logy. When | started,

9 minuter, 29 sekunder
my journey started my leaving the hasidic community started when | was
21 and | had internet and that
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opened the world to me and led to all of these frictions that caused me to
need to leave.

9 minuter, 46 sekunder
When | started my channel, my son and | both had flip phones, basic pho-
nes, and | lived a

9 minuter, 52 sekunder
fairly luddite (someone who shuns excessive technology) life. By now, my
life is so integrated with technology that there is literally a person

9 minuter, 59 sekunder
that | know that doesn't speak English and | only speak to them through
technology,

10 minuter, 5 sekunder
machine translation. It's just so amazing what technology makes possible,
but also how

10 minuter, 11 sekunder
everything | say is now recorded. every aspect of my life is being recor-
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10 minuter, 16 sekunder
machines, is being packaged and reframed by machines. It's just ama-
zing. The medium is



10 minuter, 24 sekunder
driving my life and is shaping me and it's just so much and pausing and
saying how can things be done

10 minuter, 33 sekunder
differently? How is my mother doing it? My sister is doing it, is really inte-
resting and for me very,

10 minuter, 39 sekunder
very valuable. And so this particular speech which is about the threat of
Al in this community is a

10 minuter, 51 sekunder
very good example of a different approach and | am going to play it. This
recording | got from
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a hotline which is a phone number | called. it was recorded there. This is
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of hasidim don't have access to radio and they don't have access to re-
cordings on the cloud and

11 minuter, 13 sekunder
so they will call phone numbers and that's where a lot of their content is
stored on hotlines,

11 minuter, 19 sekunder
phone lines and that's where | picked up this particular recording. So it's
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11 minuter, 25 sekunder
| ever get the video I'll obviously share that but for now I'll just play the au-
dio, translate

11 minuter, 31 sekunder
as we go along and explain things. Reef arein text 845-60... So this is as
soon as | called | was given



11 minuter, 41 sekunder
an ad. This is what funds these hotlines, it's a text spot. It's the phone
number you can call for whatever the service is.

11 minuter, 51 sekunder

Now here it begins. It says, "Tzi hern di flam fierdige divrei koydesh fin
Rabbeyni shlita." which is to hear the the flaming, the impassioned
speech of the grand rabbi.

Kapitel 4: The Recording Begins: The "Flaming Speech™ against the
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12 minuter, 8 sekunder
against the new Satan of today's generation which is a refrain. Every ge-
neration has their own temptations, evil temptations,

12 minuter, 18 sekunder
their own pitfalls and this speech is against today's pitfall.

12 minuter, 31 sekunder
The new temptation of the Al telephone numbers. Press 422 from the
main menu. Pressing...

12 minuter, 48 sekunder
Okay.

12 minuter, 52 sekunder
Now they say someone is introducing it by saying these are the holy
words and the date when it was given the speech.

13 minuter, 4 sekunder
Okay. Now it begins the speech. So this is basically a shiur, this is a study
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13 minuter, 10 sekunder
the synagogue for men | believe for unmarried boys (bochurim=unmarried
males, usually teenagers) that the rabbi gives on a weekly basis.

13 minuter, 18 sekunder



And he starts with a piece of the study segment that they're going to stu-
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13 minuter, 28 sekunder
woman and | wouldn't attend these things, I'm not so familiar with the ver-
ses he begins with, but

13 minuter, 35 sekunder
he uses it as a leading path to get to the crux of the of the real issue he's
going to get to.

14 minuter, 4 sekunder
It's interesting. There seems to be almost like an audio watermark where
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14 minuter, 9 sekunder
into the recording that this is in memory of someone. So this must be the
sponsorship. But

14 minuter, 16 sekunder
the basic thing that it opens to, I'm not going to translate everything he
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a verse and he is translating it and he says where what verse it is and he
says it'll be like this

14 minuter, 42 sekunder
So he says, "The Talmud says that the evil temptation

14 minuter, 50 sekunder
of a person strengthens over him every day." | think it kind of is

14 minuter, 56 sekunder
like a way of saying it renews its power, its hold every day.

15 minuter, 18 sekunder
So again, he is citing verse and translating from Hebrew or | think it's
Hebrew to Yiddish.



15 minuter, 24 sekunder
He's saying if God wouldn't help man to overcome his evil inclinations and
desires,

15 minuter, 34 sekunder

then a person wouldn't be able to overcome. And he's using the term Yet-
zer horah (evil inclination) I'm not exactly sure how to translate it. I've got-
ten flak on my channel before for how | translated it. To us,

15 minuter, 44 sekunder
the Yetzer horah was always the evil inclination basically. But we always
used the term

15 minuter, 49 sekunder
as a very embodied inclination. It was that physical character that sits

15 minuter, 58 sekunder
on your shoulder and tells you to do bad things. That's how we envisio-
ned it.
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So he says there's a version in the Gemara (Talmud) and again he's citing
so again this is a way of

16 minuter, 15 sekunder
talking this is a style of speech where you're weaving verses together to
make a larger point

16 minuter, 32 sekunder
so he brings brings now a new verse. Now again I'm not versed in how

16 minuter, 39 sekunder
learning thinking works so I'm not the expert on translating this particular
thing but basically

16 minuter, 45 sekunder
he is bringing a different verse. You can often use the same verse with dif-
ferent interpretations

16 minuter, 50 sekunder



but in a different verse he's saying that the evil inclination is renewed eve-
ry day.

Kapitel 5: Why Al is seen as a mutating evil inclination

17 minuter, 9 sekunder
So he says the power of technology renews itself every day. Meaning that
is the Satan that every

17 minuter, 15 sekunder
day reinvents itself. It's almost like it mutates and reappears in a new gui-
se so that you

17 minuter, 24 sekunder
always have to be on edge and careful because it's never the same face.
It renews itself every day.

17 minuter, 45 sekunder
There's always new things coming out. Through these devices,

17 minuter, 51 sekunder
the power of the evil inclination renews itself

17 minuter, 57 sekunder
with a new power. With a new power, every day, daily it renews itself.
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18 minuter, 10 sekunder
the battle against the evil inclination with all your powers in order to save
the Jewish people

18 minuter, 23 sekunder
and especially the young children, young Jewish children which means
both sons

18 minuter, 29 sekunder
and daughters. Jewish children they shouldn't,

18 minuter, 36 sekunder



They shouldn't end up in hell in the pit of the pits. In the past, there were
also evil inclinations...
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Let's take the the evil inclination of computers. It was a difficult battle. It
was a big battle against this evil inclination.

19 minuter
So there was a solution, not to bring a computer into the house

19 minuter, 10 sekunder
and even those who need it for business and they need a computer in the

o
c
28
=
D
)
»

19 minuter, 16 sekunder
There's also a solution that you could put a filter to clean the computer

19 minuter, 27 sekunder

Q
=
Q
~
=
=S
o
c
Q
=2
~
=,
o
~
=
o
c
7
Q
=
Q
o
o
*
C_
@
=
o

19 minuter, 39 sekunder
either stop themselves from bringing a computer into their homes or they
put a filter if they use it at work in their shop or so on.

19 minuter, 54 sekunder
And so it's possible to say that a good thousands of Jews were saved
from the evil inclination of

20 minuter, 5 sekunder
getting to Shel Tachtis (the pit of hell) which is becoming rotten. The-
re was another evil inclination of technology

20 minuter, 16 sekunder
that it's called video smartphone.

20 minuter, 24 sekunder
There was also a way out, a solution for everyone god-fearing person for
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not to bring this device into their house by not bringing it into the

20 minuter, 42 sekunder
house. They were saved. Thousands of Jews were saved. God-fearing
Jews
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20 minuter, 59 sekunder
And so there were, thank God, holy pious protected homes. What | find
really interesting about

Kapitel 6: The history of Hasidic solutions: Filters and bans

21 minuter, 7 sekunder
this is his narrative about technology which is very self-aware and | have
to
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say similar to my own video about the Hasidic community and technology
which is a story of

21 minuter, 18 sekunder
a community confronting step-by-step new threats to its cultural makeup
from a technology that

21 minuter, 28 sekunder
threatens to completely remake it and then wages a battle and comes up
with an inventive solution

21 minuter, 35 sekunder
that i IS often surprising, is quite ingenious and allows for the juggling of in-
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21 minuter, 44 sekunder
of adaptation while also limiting the adaptation. So it's never yes technolo-
y no technology. We're
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not staying in buggies without technology. We're saying how can we em-
brace it without embracing it

21 minuter, 58 sekunder
in a way that we consider corrupting to the soul. And that's the key of
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22 minuter, 4 sekunder
the hasidic community that it's not all or nothing. It's always a dance, a
complicated dance without

22 minuter, 12 sekunder
a clear resolution from the beginning but one that is designed to lead the

22 minuter, 19 sekunder
community to come up with the kinds of solutions he talks about like com-
puters. When | was a kid, we had a computer in our house. It did nothing.
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22 minuter, 27 sekunder
it. But then when computers became more smart, there was that dance
that he speaks of and the

22 minuter, 33 sekunder
computer we had in our house disappeared, right? It went away. And so
all

22 minuter, 39 sekunder

of these, the history of hasidic Jews and technology he tells | think
very accurately and self-aware and | found that really interesting and |
think it's better than my video.
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But now is the pain of every pious Jew. There is a new evil inclination,
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much worse than the previous ones. This evil inclination is called Al
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with every phone in the house or a cell phone, even a kosher phone.
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you can connect and get attached to this evil inclination. And this
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evil inclination is a terrible pull. It's very addicting. It's very strong and very
powerful.

23 minuter, 47 sekunder
When we talk about this, there are two categories of Al. The two

23 minuter, 51 sekunder
issues. There's one kind that relates to business for people who are in bu-
siness.

24 minuter, 5 sekunder
This also needs to have a great amount of of protection and care. But |
don't want to talk about that now. Only from the of the second kind.
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This is an expression. Woe for us. Woe to us if we talk about it. Woe to us
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24 minuter, 29 sekunder
talk about it. In other words, he is saying this is something that is very
sensitive

24 minuter, 34 sekunder
to talk about. Basically, he's spelling out a problem that by spelling it out,

24 minuter, 41 sekunder

he's creating intrigue among those who don't know about the problem. Li-
ke when I've been talking about this video recording on my Instag-

ram, people have said, "l know of Hasidim who had

24 minuter, 52 sekunder
no idea about Al and found out about Al through this speech."” So he is
cognizant of the fact that
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talking about this is making people aware. People are like, "Ooh, what is
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check it out." But at the same time, if he doesn't talk about it, that's a pro-
blem as well. So he's

25 minuter, 11 sekunder
expressing a dilemma. Oi Li woe is us if we talk about it and woe is us if
we don't talk about it.

Kapitel 7: The "woe to us"” dilemma: Why the Rabbi chose to speak
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25 minuter, 22 sekunder
We can't anymore hide the subject.

25 minuter, 31 sekunder
All the young children be they sons or daughters know of this and everyt-
hing is open to them.

25 minuter, 44 sekunder
and to our pain.

25 minuter, 48 sekunder
With every phone that there is,

25 minuter, 53 sekunder
you can connect and talk with an explanation.

26 minuter, 4 sekunder
All kinds of inappropriate sexual and inappropriate stuff. Everything that

26 minuter, 11 sekunder
you're not allowed to do and you're not allowed to say is discussed

26 minuter, 18 sekunder
and explained and unpacked in a very open way without any without any
embarrassment, God forbid.
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This pulls sadly the heart. It excites the desire... young people, young in-
nocent sheep, a terrible way. So | have to say in

26 minuter, 49 sekunder
the hasidic community there's a very big very important milestone line be-

~
=
®
Q)
5
3
©
-
S,
Q
Q
@
Q
>
Q

N
(@)
3
-]
-
~—
D
=
(8))
(@)
wn
D
=
=
-]
o
D
=

un and pre-marriage. Those who are not yet married are considered Tzo-
in kadoshim (innocent sheep) really the young,

27 minuter, 4 sekunder
the vulnerable, the ones who are potentially so much more easily corrup-
ted. And marriage

27 minuter, 10 sekunder
is that moment when you become mature enough to be able to be consi-
dered able to handle work,
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going out in the world, married life, independence. And so there's a lot

27 minuter, 24 sekunder
more there is a lot more freedom and leeway for married people. Married
people are the ones that

27 minuter, 32 sekunder
generally work. And so when he talked about two kinds, he was talking re-
ally about, as | see it,

27 minuter, 39 sekunder
the the married people who are out working and have Al. He's not worried
about them. That's not
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the topic. He's really concerned mostly about unmarried people, Meidlech
and Yinglech, boys and girls, which here



27 minuter, 52 sekunder
is used for unmarried, unwed males and females or very young, newly
married men is what he mentions.

28 minuter, 5 sekunder
It leads them off the path into the pit, into hell,

28 minuter, 9 sekunder
God forbid. It like takes them off the right way. Many, many Souls

28 minuter, 19 sekunder
are the victims.

28 minuter, 26 sekunder
Many victims. There are many victims in this.
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It could be with every landline or cell phone at home. You can connect
with that with that evil

you actually connect
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people are actually connecting, they're pious parents, god-fearing parents
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29 minuter, 4 sekunder
can't have any, any oversight over this because even a kosher phone,

29 minuter, 12 sekunder
filtered phone you can use Al. The situation is terrible. Terrible. Absolutely
terrible.

29 minuter, 25 sekunder
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29 minuter, 29 sekunder



| scream out. A terrible heartfelt scream. Gevald! (Woe!) Where where do
we stand?

29 minuter, 43 sekunder
Sadly, sadly, there are many, many victims, both unmarried boys, young
unmarried boys and closer

29 minuter, 56 sekunder
to marriage boys. No, so in the women's partition, women, girls, and even
young, newly married men.

30 minuter, 12 sekunder
There's pain. You connect to this, this terrible source. You fall down and
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pit. So basically he's talking about phone numbers that you can call or
text to communicate

Kapitel 8: How Al chatbots are accessed via kosher phone numbers

30 minuter, 33 sekunder
with Al. And there are new numbers generated by the day. Just like you
can get these spam

30 minuter, 40 sekunder
calls from all sorts of numbers. The same way you can call all sorts of
numbers for Al. One

30 minuter, 46 sekunder
gets blocked, another one crops up. There is an infinite number of these
numbers that you
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can call, text. Like you can send a photo and say please edit this or you
can communicate.

30 minuter, 57 sekunder
And this is incredibly electric and exciting. | can put myself in the shoes of
these hasidic
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youths and see how this is a gateway to the whole world. You can talk
about anything to a machine.

31 minuter, 9 sekunder
When | was a kid, we had a hotline called Tell Me. And | remember how
addictive that

31 minuter, 15 sekunder

was even though it just gave us a couple of options, weather, movies, ho-
roscopes, etc. And | didn't understand much of it and it didn't do anything
that Al does.

31 minuter, 25 sekunder
So it's really something that | can see being very, very electric and exci-

=
>
(@)

w
RN
3
-]
cC
—
D
=
w
RN
(7))
D
=~
c
>
o
9]
=

to those who find this avenue of accessing the world through these kos-
her technologies.

31 minuter, 40 sekunder
| want to say one more thing. Kosher phones until recently would block
the internet but wouldn't

31 minuter, 46 sekunder
block any phone numbers. And even when they began to block phone
numbers, there are so many phone

31 minuter, 51 sekunder
numbers that they could be a kosher phone and you could still contact Al.

31 minuter, 59 sekunder
You get empty. You had emptied out of every little crumb of of warmth and
fear to God.

32 minuter, 10 sekunder
every, every energy, excitement to learn the Holy Torah,



32 minuter, 16 sekunder
you lose every closeness to the Holy Torah.

32 minuter, 30 sekunder
It brings all of the impurities into the heart.

32 minuter, 41 sekunder
Woe to the ears that hear this, every phone, even a simple phone, even a
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32 minuter, 52 sekunder
has become a device of temptation. It can cause the rot to the soul of a
Jew.

33 minuter, 5 sekunder
So, how do you wage a battle against this, this evil inclination? There's

33 minuter, 11 sekunder
only one solution to talk to the public to explain

33 minuter, 18 sekunder
to raise, to inspire people and to cry, to inform.

33 minuter, 33 sekunder
both with the men and with the women for both the young and the old the
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with a broken heart. | had to skip some of this because apparently how |
recorded the

Kapitel 9: My reflections: Is the Rabbi’s warning extreme or insight-

ful?
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audio left with a ton of sound and at some point it wasn't even usable any-
more.

33 minuter, 59 sekunder



It picked up the ambient sound around me. But the important parts of the
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One of the very interesting revealing parts of the speech is the role of the
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34 minuter, 11 sekunder
rabbi. The rabbi is not just giving a speech. He's supposed to use Koach
Hadibur, which is power of speech

34 minuter, 18 sekunder
to move people. And he seems aware of it. It actually has a very strong
effect on me as well.

34 minuter, 25 sekunder
The crying, there's a kind of a performance of stirring you. Just like some-
one can

34 minuter, 35 sekunder
be a storyteller and try to get you to move you or an actor or try to get to
move you to tears, his

34 minuter, 42 sekunder
role is to awaken in your heart by inspiring you to tears. And he says it in
his own words.

34 minuter, 50 sekunder
What is there to do except to cry and inspire? And the role of this kind of
power of speech

35 minuter
in shaping things | thlnk is something | didn't really appreciate and | can
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this particular recording. | find it altogether personally... | don't find it to be
extreme. | find

35 minuter, 14 sekunder



it to be very insightful. | find it to be logical with a community's perspecti-
ves and it

35 minuter, 24 sekunder
makes sense to want to limit children from being able to text with Al chat-
bots. I'm not sure why

35 minuter, 31 sekunder
when | published an excerpt of this on my second channel, people had a
very extreme reaction to it.

35 minuter, 38 sekunder
To me it's not illogical and | find it quite congruent and in line with a chal-
lenge of this
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new technology which children being able to access Al unsupervised has
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35 minuter, 55 sekunder
society at large. We've had children who had relationships with Al that
has led to terrible

36 minuter, 1 sekund
things. And | can see why caution would be an approach that would be
warranted even though some

36 minuter, 9 sekunder
of his language of course is very extreme. Also the sense the view that
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36 minuter, 19 sekunder
will permanently change you is not something | disagree with. My own life
was permanently

36 minuter, 24 sekunder
changed by exposure to the internet. | would say for the better. | would
prefer to have had the

36 minuter, 31 sekunder



information | got. But | think many people would say not necessarily for
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also think | have seen in my years things on the internet that | would love
to unsee that in many ways | have acquired information and seen things |
can never unsee. l've changed

36 minuter, 47 sekunder
in ways | can never unchange myself. And | think it would have been bet-
ter if | hadn't.
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So the idea of trying not to ever see these things in the first place resona-
tes with me

37 minuter
and it's logical and | think there is a lot here that I'm quite impressed with.
Maybe

37 minuter, 9 sekunder
he's a notch away from the person that the impression | had on my son's
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37 minuter, 16 sekunder
day. This gives me maybe a more favorable impression. In any event, |
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37 minuter, 23 sekunder

hear your thoughts. | was thinking of exploring more of Al technologies
from different maybe more secular perspectives on my channel as it's so-
mething that interests me. So, please share

37 minuter, 33 sekunder
your thoughts, your ideas, and | look forward to reading them. Okay, be
well everyone. Bye.

“

Fran Frieda Vizel
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